Urban Encounter Trip Prep Study
Biblical Thoughts
The purpose of this bible study is to prepare each Urban Encounter missionary for their time of service that lies ahead.  This is meant to prepare your hearts and minds for what the Lord may want to speak to you during your time in Detroit.  Our main encouragement to each person is not to miss what the Lord is doing and speaking to you during your trip.
He has call each of you to participate in this for a specific purpose – something he wants to teach you or change in you, or perhaps he wants you to begin to see a specific call that he has for your life.
Read chapters 8 and 9 of the book of Matthew.  Take careful note of the healings.
-Why did Jesus pay so much attention to those with sickness or disability?  Why is wholeness or fullness (John 10:10) of life so important to Christ?

Read about the Rich Young Man in chapter 19 of Matthew’s gospel.
-When Christ told the rich man to sell what he had, he told the man to give the money to the poor.  Why did Jesus tell him to give to the poor as opposed to anyone else?

Read about what Jesus was commissioned for in Luke 4:18-19.  

-How do you think Christ’s commission is similar to the Great Commission that he gave to us in Matthew 28:19-20?
Cultural Thoughts
In Detroit you will be confronted with a culture and situations that you may not be used to, and part of your time here will be about learning to step out of what you are used to or comfortable with and stepping into what Christ has for you. 
Just a word of caution.  When we go to a place of need, we can often think we are going because we have something to offer that place that it doesn’t already have.  That may partially be true but the other side is that that place may also have a lot to offer you.  Detroit may have things that are worse than you are used to, it may have things that are better than you are used to, and some things may just be different.
I tell you this only because I don’t want you to miss what the Lord may be wanting to teach you.  So get ready and pray that the Lord open your heart and your mind to what lies ahead.

